
 

Gold Country Visitors Association  
An Amazing American Road Trip  

The Gold Country is where the Golden State begins. In 1848, James Marshall discovered gold in  
Coloma while overseeing the construction of a sawmill on the American River. With that find, 
the  California Gold Rush brought more than 300,000 people west to find their fortunes and 
fulfill their dreams. During the Gold Rush, more than 25 million ounces of gold were mined 
from the  Sierra Nevada. Today, the region is home to the state capital, countless wineries, 
charming small towns, and acres and acres of prime land for recreation.  

Amador County  
Today, Amador County, known as “The Heart of the Mother Lode,” retains the look of the 1850s, 

but now, instead of gold, it’s wine that lures visitors. The region is home to more than 40 

wineries, and though zinfandel is the County’s signature varietal, vintners also produce a 

diversity of grapes including barbera, sangiovese, viognier, verdelho, and tempranillo. For the 

outdoor adventurer, Amador County has several recreational lakes, parks, and countless places 

to hike and bike. 

Calaveras County  
Calaveras County had a leading role in California’s early days, but the story of a jumping (or not 
jumping) frog is its claim to fame. Mark Twain wrote his first successful short story,  “The 
Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County '' in 1864 after spending some time in  Angels 
Camp. Today, Calaveras County towns all have unique personalities and rich histories.  Beyond 
their charming Main Streets, the region boasts a bounty of natural beauty, from Giant  Sequoias 
to two gorgeous rushing rivers, all-season hiking, and spectacular lakes. The county is also home 
to dozens of family vineyards and 30 boutique tasting rooms. And, of course, the annual 
Calaveras County Fair and Frog Jump Jubilee which has put amphibian challengers to the test 
since 1928.  
 
El Dorado County  

https://www.visitamador.com/
https://www.gocalaveras.com
https://visit-eldorado.com/


The 1848 discovery of gold in Coloma touched off the Gold Rush. Today, El Dorado County is 
much more than rustic mining towns and historic sites. It is a year-round destination 
overflowing with outdoor adventure, a welcoming wine and agricultural scene, and enriching 
family activities, all while maintaining a proud Gold Rush history. The El Dorado wine region, 
nestled in the Sierra foothills between Sacramento and Lake Tahoe, has attracted attention from 
critics and consumers around California and beyond. With more than 150 years of history 
steeped in gold and agriculture, the region is poised for its newfound resurgence in viticulture. 
From the foothills to the Alpine, El Dorado has more than 1,800 square miles of Sierra scenery, 
perfect for hiking, biking, skiing, and rafting, topped off with the iconic Lake Tahoe.  
 
Elk Grove  
Elk Grove is in the heart of Northern California and 30 minutes from Downtown Sacramento. A 

tech-savvy city with a small-town feel, Elk Grove is diverse, personable, and never too busy for 

the finer things in life. Visit Main Street Historic Elk Grove to experience a thriving culinary 

scene, local boutique shopping, or a community festival at Old Town Plaza by the railroad tracks. 

Explore the Corks and Caps of Elk Grove for local gems of some of the state’s best local craft 

breweries and boutique wineries. Sky River Casino in Elk Grove offers thousands of slot 

machines and a dozen dining experiences and bars. In and around Elk Grove, nature lovers can 

explore various terrains and trails by visiting the Cosumnes River Preserve or Stone Lakes 

National Wildlife Refuge, both only a 20-minute drive from the city.  

 

Folsom  

Folsom offers a myriad of opportunities to experience California’s quintessential year-round 
lifestyle: a vast range of cycling, running, and water sports, premium shopping, dining, and 
cultural events, and seasonal attractions and activities. From the streets of historic Folsom to its 
more than 65 miles of cycling and running trails to the modern lifestyle hub of the Palladio at  
Broadstone and its family attractions like the City Zoo Sanctuary - Folsom is bursting with things 
to do. Cycling. E-bikes. Running. Paddleboarding. Folsom is where active recreation hits the trails 
and waterways. Add in Gold Rush history and Johnny Cash, and Folsom stands out as an exciting 
weekend destination. 

Madera County  
Madera County is the southern entrance to Yosemite National Park and a region full of outdoor 
adventures! Here, find an abundance of lakes, rivers, and creeks for fishing, hiking, and relaxing.  
Discover fascinating museums, historic landmarks, art galleries, and scenic drives. Madera  
County is also one of the oldest wine-growing regions in the state. The Madera Wine Trail and 
the Yosemite Sierra Wine Road are wonderful ways to taste your way through the landscape.  
The beautiful shores of Bass Lake are a must-visit destination. Bass Lake has a nostalgic quality,  
with generations returning time and again for hamburger traditions and family time. Discover 
fishing holes, hiking trails, waterfalls, wakeboarding, kayaking, paddle boarding, camping,  
wildlife watching, and more. Young and old alike will enjoy the county's top attractions, like 

https://www.exploreelkgrove.com/
http://visitfolsom.com/
https://www.yosemitethisyear.com/


antique steam trains at Yosemite Mountain Sugar Pine Railroad and the prehistoric marvels at 
the Fossil Discovery Center of Madera County.   
 
Mariposa County  
Half Dome. El Capitan. The Majestic Yosemite Hotel. The Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias.  
Mariposa County is home to these icons of Yosemite National Park. While the park offers 
all-season opportunities to explore its awe-inspiring vistas, granite icons and breathtaking 
waterfalls, outdoor adventure doesn’t stop at the park exit! Rock climbing, ziplining, skydiving,  
rafting, hiking, and biking await the adrenaline junkie. Mariposa County is often referred to as 
the “Mother of Counties” as it once comprised about one-fifth of the state. The town of  
Mariposa was the center of the Gold Rush, and today it retains its 19th-century look, including 
the original jailhouse and the oldest superior courthouse west of the Mississippi.  

Placer County  
Nestled between Sacramento and Lake Tahoe, Placer County boasts 1,400 square miles of 
breathtaking national forests, parks, and waterways, as well as award-winning wineries,  
breweries, world-class stores, and local boutiques. Discover the year-round farmers’ markets 
where providing fresh and local produce is a way of life in Placer County. Expand your horizons 
with a wealth of museums, galleries, and performing arts. Skiers, snowboarders, and 
cross-country enthusiasts – and families who like to frolic in the snow – revel in this winter 
wonderland.  In the summertime, it transforms into a wealth of sun-bathed lakeside and 
mountain activities.  Whether you are a hardcore outdoors enthusiast or a family looking for 
friendly outdoor fun,  Placer has the perfect outdoor adventure for you to discover life at its 
peak.  

Rancho Cordova  
International by nature, Rancho Cordova is an ideal home base from which to explore Gold  
Country. Over 90 languages are spoken in the city, bringing a multicultural California vibe to the 
region. This influences the festivals and events visitors find in Rancho Cordova, along with art 
and cuisine. This city offers exceptionally diverse dining options, including Asian, Persian, Indian, 
Italian, sushi, American, Mediterranean, Russian and Mexican. Korean BBQ is a big favorite. 
Rancho Cordova also features the Barrel District, a collection of 10 craft breweries, distilleries, a 
wine-tasting room, a hard kombucha taproom, and a meadery. The city is flanked for outdoor 
recreation by the American River Parkway, which offers rafting and kayaking during the summer 
and fishing, hiking, cycling, horseback riding and wildlife viewing year-round. This inclusive, 
welcoming city with small-town vibes and affordable attractions awaits you! 

Sacramento   
California’s State Capital is also known as America’s Farm-to-Fork Capital, with amazing 
places to eat, drink, explore, and play all while retaining the Gold Rush charm. Sacramento’s 
downtown revival, focused around the state-of-the-art Golden 1 Center, offers visitors exciting 
places to visit boutiques, try local brews, browse galleries and museums, or taste in one of the 

https://www.yosemite.com/
https://www.visitplacer.com/
https://www.visitranchocordova.com/
https://www.visitsacramento.com/


city’s fantastic restaurants. Situated along the American River, there are miles of trails and 
waterways to explore on foot, bike or boat.   

Sierra County  
Sierra County, located in the northern section of the Sierra Nevada, remains today much as it 
was over 100 years ago when the gold-seekers sought their fortune. The rivers run free and the 
forests and meadows wrap their beauty around mountains that defy contemporary 
development. Sierra County has year-round recreation for every visitor with scenery that 
sparkles in each new season. Shopping and dining can be enjoyed in historic settings. Amenities 
range from primitive campgrounds to lodging in comfortable historic buildings with modern 
conveniences, all surrounded by the rugged beauty of mountain forests, lakes, and rivers.  

Tuolumne County  
Welcome to Tuolumne County, California, where you can experience iconic Yosemite 
explorations, authentic California Gold Country discoveries, and unforgettable High Sierra 
outdoor adventures. Just 2 ½ hours east of the San Francisco Bay Area, Tuolumne County is 
easily accessible year-round for all-season fun, adventure, and memory-making moments. Enjoy 
endless outdoor recreation, state and national parks, sightseeing, star-gazing, history,  
shopping, wine and cider tasting, craft breweries, relaxation, and more. A camera-ready view is 
around every bend.  
 

https://sierracountychamber.com/
https://www.visittuolumne.com/

