
 

Gold Country Visitors Association  
Signature Events 

 

Calaveras County  

Calaveras County had a leading role in California’s early days, but the story of a jumping (or not 

jumping) frog is its claim to fame. Mark Twain wrote his first successful short story, “The 

Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” in 1864 after spending some time in Angels Camp. 

The annual Calaveras County Fair and Frog Jump Jubilee has put amphibian challengers to the 

test since 1928. The Calaveras County Fair and Jumping Frog Jubilee is held the 3rd weekend of 

every May. The Jubilee starts with a children’s parade in downtown Angels Camp and ends with a 

Destruction Derby on Sunday evening.  

 

El Dorado County  

Explore the unrivaled beauty of El Dorado County one sip at a time with the annual Passport 

Weekend. More than 20 wineries will share their innovative spirit by providing incredible food 

and wine pairings and engaging you in an experience that captures the essence of their unique 

story. Whether it’s live music, art demonstrations, historical tours, or winemaking insights, your 

journey will create treasured memories of wine, food, and fun. 

 

Elk Grove 

Occurring annually since 1994, the Giant Pumpkin Festival,  a significant agritourism event with 

farmers from all over the United States, is a free, family-friendly fall celebration. Every October, 

Elk Grove Park is bustling with visitors and locals to experience the two-day festival. Activities 

include the giant pumpkin and produce contest, pumpkin regatta, pie-eating contest, live 

entertainment, carnival rides, and much more.  

 

Folsom  

https://visit-eldorado.com/event/el-dorado-wines-passport-weekend/
https://visit-eldorado.com/event/el-dorado-wines-passport-weekend/
https://www.exploreelkgrove.com/events/annual-events/pumpkin-festival/


For more than 60 years, the Folsom Pro Rodeo has been a local 4th of July tradition, complete 

with the pro rodeo, mutton busting, horsemanship, and fireworks every night. If rodeos aren’t 

your thing, give your auditory senses a treat beneath the stars during the Folsom Amphitheater  

Twilight Concert Series.   

 

Madera County  

On November 1 and 2, the first Yosemite Celtic Festival, a two-day vibrant celebration of Celtic 

heritage set against the backdrop of Yosemite National Park, will be filled with music, dance, 

food, and fun, as Oakhurst honors the rich cultures of the Celtic nations. Explore various vendors 

offering unique crafts, goods, and authentic Celtic merchandise. Experience the thrill of 

traditional games, admire the elegance of ancient clan traditions, and enjoy whiskey tastings 

while celebrating the unbreakable bond shared by Celtic communities worldwide.  

 

Mariposa County  

Mariposa means butterfly in Spanish, and every year on the first weekend of May, vendors, 

musicians, and celebrants from all over the world gather in the small community for the 

Mariposa Butterfly Festival. The festival is a family event that seeks to educate, entertain, and 

celebrate the butterfly.   

 

Placer County  

Held the weekend before Thanksgiving every year, the Mountain Mandarin Festival celebrates 

Placer County’s signature citrus crop, the Satsuma Mandarin. The family celebration features 

local mandarin growers, sampling mandarins, mandarin cooking demonstrations, food vendors 

offering everything with a mandarin twist, and live music.  

 

Rancho Cordova  

Rancho Cordova is known for its major, eclectic events that draw families from across the region. 

One of North America's top 5 air shows, the California Capital Airshow delights aviation 

enthusiasts and families with daring stunt performers and incredible ground exhibits year after 

year. The California Mermaid Convention is the longest-running mermaid convention on the 

West Coast, splashing into Rancho Cordova every May. Stunning mermaid performances, 

workshops, and vendor booths are open to the public. Looking for an adrenaline rush? The 

Hangtown Motocross Classic might be more your speed. With amateur and pro races, you’re 

guaranteed to feel like you’re a part of the rip-roaring action. 

 

Sacramento  

https://folsomprorodeo.com/t
https://www.yosemitecelticfestival.com/
https://www.mariposabutterflyfestival.net/
https://mandarinfestival.com/
https://www.visitranchocordova.com/california-mermaid-convention/
https://www.visitranchocordova.com/hangtownmx/


In September, Sacramento’s annual month-long Farm-to-Fork Celebration is packed with 

festivities highlighting all things food. The biggest event is the Farm-to-Fork Festival, a free street 

fair spanning the city’s Capitol Mall that is filled to the brim with restaurants, farms, ranches, live 

music, and much more. Some of the planned events produced by Visit  Sacramento will include 

Legends of Wine and the The Tower Bridge Dinner. 

 

 This year, Terra Madre Americas, the American iteration of the world-renowned Terra Madre 

Salone del Gusto, will debut to celebrate the Slow Food movement in California’s capital. Sample 

products from throughout the continents and engage in a series of workshops and tastings led by 

coffee farmers, roasters, and industry experts, highlighting the importance of ethical sourcing 

and sustainable coffee methods. Aftershock, the West Coast’s Largest Rock, Punk & Metal 

Festival, is coming back to Sacramento's Discovery Park for its 13th year October 2 - 5, 2025. 

 

Sierra County  

The Downieville Classic Cross Country race is one of the last remaining point-to-point bicycle 

races in the United States. The 29-mile course follows a rugged "Gold Rush" era route from the 

mountain town of Sierra City (elevation 4,100'), to the crest of the Sierra Nevada (elevation  

7,100'), and down 5,200 vertical feet into downtown Downieville. The Classic is followed by the   

Downieville Downhill, which drops 5,000 vertical feet in 15 miles, making it the longest and most 

demanding downhill mountain bike race in the nation.  

 

Tuolumne County  

The Mother Lode Round Up Parade and Rodeo is a two-day competition where more than 350 

rodeo stars compete in bareback riding, barrel racing, bronco riding, bull riding, calf roping, steer 

wrestling, and team roping. The weekend attracts over 20,000 rodeo fans and visitors every year 

and features one of the longest-running parades in California. 

https://www.farmtofork.com/
https://terramadreusa.com/
https://2024.terramadresalonedelgusto.com/en/
https://2024.terramadresalonedelgusto.com/en/
https://aftershockfestival.com/
https://downievilleclassic.com/downieville-classic/cross-country.php
https://motherloderoundup.com/rodeo/

